Introductions

Topic: Is staying at home an attractive alternative to travelling?
1. 6 reader doesn’t know the topic, so can’t understand “No”, reader has no idea what the composition might be about  No, because I like travelling very much.

2. 4-5 boring, hackneyed (abgedroschen), unfortunately often recommen​ded/taught by German teachers Many people wonder whether staying at home is an attractive alternative to travelling.

3. 1 questions activate the reader, funny examples, colloquial language (cf. Are you l.), nice alliteration (mugged – Madrid), topic as a question Looking forward to being cheated by Italian waiters? Keen on being mugged in Madrid? Eager to eat “Wiener Schnitzel” and watch German TV on Mallorca? No? – Why don’t you simply stay at home?

4. 6 first sentence ok, but second sentence completley wrong direction (negative effects of mass tourism)  Nowadays travelling is often strongly criticized. Cars and planes pollute the air and masses of tourists spoil native cultures.

5. 2 funny examples/contrasts (cf. Bacardi commercials) but topic not clear, one more sentence necessary for grade 1 Yes, those tropical palm trees are indeed very interesting – but I prefer the ordinary tulips (Tulpen) in my grandmother’s garden. And of course end​less white sandy beaches are magnificent – but the “Allacher Sommerbad” is good enough for me.

6. 3 standard introduction, much better than 2. because of the three concrete examples Especially in times when everybody travels to exotic places you ask your​self whether staying at home is not an attractive alternative to long traffic jams, unfriendly waiters and dirty hotels.

7. 5 boring waffling It is hard to say whether staying at home is an attractive alternative to travelling. There are of course both a lot of reasons for and against staying at home. In the end everybody must decide for himself whether he wants to travel or stay at home.

8. 1 personal experience, excellent language (e.g. sheer f.) Recently I read an intriguing book called “Erstes Allgemeines Nicht-Reise Buch”. Various writ​ers describe why travelling today is sheer foolish​ness and a waste of money. After reading this book anybody with a little bit of common sense left, comes to the conclusion that staying at home is not only an attractive alternative to travelling but the only reason​able thing to do.


Introductions

Topic: Is staying at home an attractive alternative to travelling?

1. 6 reader doesn’t know the topic, so can’t understand “No”, reader has no idea what the composition might be about  No, because I like travelling very much.

2. 4-5 boring, hackneyed (abgedroschen), unfortunately often recommen​ded/taught by German teachers Many people wonder whether staying at home is an attractive alternative to travelling.

3. 1 questions activate the reader, funny examples, colloquial language (cf. Are you l.), nice alliteration (mugged – Madrid), topic as a question Looking forward to being cheated by Italian waiters? Keen on being mugged in Madrid? Eager to eat “Wiener Schnitzel” and watch German TV on Mallorca? No? – Why don’t you simply stay at home?

4. 6 first sentence ok, but second sentence completley wrong direction (negative effects of mass tourism)  Nowadays travelling is often strongly criticized. Cars and planes pollute the air and masses of tourists spoil native cultures.

5. 2 funny examples/contrasts (cf. Bacardi commercials) but topic not clear, one more sentence necessary for grade 1 Yes, those tropical palm trees are indeed very interesting – but I prefer the ordinary tulips (Tulpen) in my grandmother’s garden. And of course end​less white sandy beaches are magnificent – but the “Allacher Sommerbad” is good enough for me.

6. 3 standard introduction, much better than 2. because of the three concrete examples Especially in times when everybody travels to exotic places you ask your​self whether staying at home is not an attractive alternative to long traffic jams, unfriendly waiters and dirty hotels.

7. 5 boring waffling It is hard to say whether staying at home is an attractive alternative to travelling. There are of course both a lot of reasons for and against staying at home. In the end everybody must decide for himself whether he wants to travel or stay at home.

8. 1 personal experience, excellent language (e.g. sheer f.) Recently I read an intriguing book called “Erstes Allgemeines Nicht-Reise Buch”. Various writ​ers describe why travelling today is sheer foolish​ness and a waste of money. After reading this book anybody with a little bit of common sense left, comes to the conclusion that staying at home is not only an attractive alternative to travelling but the only reason​able thing to do.

