Introductions

“Books are for intellectuals – films are for the rest of us.” Discuss.

1. “New visitor record – over 6 million people saw (title of new movie) at the first week-end!” Such headlines have become normal in recent years. Have you ever seen similar headlines concerning the publication of new books? It seems that books have become something only for intellectuals, whereas film are for “the rest of us.”

2. At first glance it seems obvious that books are for intellectuals and films for the broad masses. But if we look more closely at this claim we realize that some films are as sophisticated as books, and books can be as dull as some films. 

3. Why are movie adaptations often so much more successful than the books they are based on? Is it just because books are for intellectuals and films for “the rest of us”?

4. Have a break – and read a book? Or would you prefer watching a film?

5. To read or to watch – that is the question. Whether ‘tis nobler in the mind to suffer the slings and arrows of long-winded and tedious books or to enjoy an entertaining movie.

6. As you like it: Kenneth Branagh’s Hamlet (ca. 3 hours) vs. Shakespeare’s Hamlet (ca. 20 hours). 

7. Shakespeare light in your next cinema or Shakespeare heavy in your next bookstore? Are films only for the broad masses and books only for brainies?

8. All you need is ... a book – and a lot of time. Most of us, however, are content with a film that lasts two hours. 

9. I can get no satisfaction ... when I have to read books with more than 150 pages. I prefer, like most of us, films.

10. You will love the way we condense turgid books into exciting and entertaining films. It seems that Hollywood is right: most people watch films, books are just something for intellectuals.



