Abitur 2016/Bayern: Listening Comprehension Transcript

(taken down from the audio CD: Peter Ringeisen; errors my own)
I’ve come to Warwickshire, to Leamington Spa, home of the oldest lawn tennis club in Britain. It was founded here in 1872, and this afternoon on a breezy, but sunny day, there are four gentlemen shaking hands at the net after their match, and a genteel match of mixed doubles going on behind me, with lots of calls of “Sorry!” and “My…!”. Lawn tennis took off thanks to the growing numbers of a whole new strata of society: the middle class. Victorian Britain was an expanding beast, and as the Industrial Revolution created huge cities of manufacturing and business, so those who could afford it wanted to give themselves clean air and space. Professor Richard Holt of De Montford University
:

“Suburbia was a brave new world, it was a completely new experience for those who lived in it, who commuted by train into the city and came back at the weekends to have a more relaxed, leisured life away from the noise and the dirt. And their wives, who ran the big houses and had domestics to come in and do the drudgery for them … it was a new kind of leisure society. They wanted new kinds of sports. Tennis and golf, they were games that involved skill, and application, and a certain kind of self-control as well; it was particularly appropriate to middle class culture.”

This from “Lawn Tennis: Its Players And How To Play”, a tennis handbook in 1881
:

“The scene should be laid on a well-kept garden lawn. There should be bright sun overhead, near at hand – under the cool shadow of a tree – there should be strawberries and cream, and a few spectators who do not want to play, but are lovers of the game. If all these conditions are present, an afternoon spent at lawn tennis is a highly Christian and beneficent pastime.”

The game grew as fast as the grass. There were 250 clubs in the Lawn Tennis Association by 1900, rising to 3,000 by the 1930s and 5,000 by the Fifties. The middle class had grasped hold of a sport that seemed perfectly designed for polite society; it didn’t involve getting dirty, or even particularly sweaty. There was no great history of broken bones or serious injury. Bridge parties, dances, picnics and amateur dramatics were all part of the wider social life of a tennis club. Lawn tennis was different from any other popular sport at this time in that it actively encouraged the participation of women. They could play with their husbands or with friends, and daughters could play with their brothers. Even in the 1950s, Christine Truman
, who was one of Britain’s greatest women tennis players, only started as a way of keeping up with the rest of her family:

“My parents hadn’t been tennis players other than (they) had met at the tennis club, but they had no knowledge of tactics or anything like that. And their main thing was that my whites were very white and that I behaved well, then how I got on came number three. – 
I was number five of six children and I think that constant trying to keep up with the older brothers and sisters made me fight all the time. I was only ever told I could ball-girl because I wasn’t good enough to join in with them, you know, and you think, well – I can’t, I’ve got to get good enough to join in with them. I wasn’t thinking of Wimbledon at that time I was just thinking of getting into the family four, of, erm, Elizabeth, Philip, Humphrey and Isabel.” 

Christine Truman, who ultimately won the French Open in 1959 and reached the final of Wimbledon in 1961; by the time she was winning titles, no-one was batting an eye-lid at women being so prominent in sport. For most other girls, tennis was a way of finding a husband. And think about the language! “Courting”, “to court”, even “love” – it’s a very amorous-sounding sport. Tennis moved from the privacy of the home lawn to the private members’ club which had exclusivity written all over it. The All England Lawn Tennis and Cricket Club at Wimbledon, which remains to this day a private members’ club, was seen as the ideal suburban location to host the national championships, which became one of the biggest tennis tournaments in the world.

Tennis did occasionally reach out beyond those who either had a garden big enough for their own court or who could afford to join a club. Fred Perry,
 a three-time Wimbledon champion and arguably Britain’s greatest-ever player, was the son of a northern trade unionist. But he was never made to feel welcome, he was never embraced, and in fact he was roundly condemned by the polite society of the tennis world when he turned professional. During the Fred Perry era, courts were being built in public parks and in some state schools. And by 1955, Birmingham City council, just down the road from here, sold over 70,000 tickets to play on its 290 municipal courts 

� This audio text is the beginning of a 15-minute radio feature on BBC Radio 4, part of a series entitled “Sport and the British”; this instalment covers “Tennis and Golf in Suburbia”, it is no. 12 in a series of 30. It was first broadcast on 14 Feb. 2012. The introduction to the feature at the website reads: 


Clare Balding continues to explore the history of sport in Britain and in today's programme visits one of the oldest tennis clubs in the country in Leamington Spa. In Victorian Britain, lawn tennis took off thanks to the growing numbers of a whole new strata of society - the middle class. Living in suburbia with clean air, space and leisure time, tennis and golf became increasingly popular pastimes. There were 250 clubs in the Lawn Tennis Association by 1900 rising to 3000 by the 1930's and 5000 by the 50's. The middle class had grasped hold of a sport that seemed perfectly designed for polite society. It didn't involve getting dirty or even particularly sweaty and the same could be said for golf. Clare also visits Kenilworth Golf Club where Professor Richard Holt of the International Centre for Sports History and Culture at De Montfort University explains that these clubs were as much about social division as they were about inclusion.
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The whole audio text (no script though) is available at � HYPERLINK "http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b01bwmwd" �http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b01bwmwd�; here is an article about the series starring sports presenter Clare Balding in the Telegraph of 15 Feb 2012: � HYPERLINK "http://www.telegraph.co.uk/sport/9083125/At-last-a-radio-show-that-allows-Clare-Balding-to-show-her-true-worth.html" �http://www.telegraph.co.uk/sport/9083125/At-last-a-radio-show-that-allows-Clare-Balding-to-show-her-true-worth.html�


� See e.g.: Richard Holt, Sport and the Working Class in Modern Britain (Manchester: Manchester University Press, 1990); De Montford University is in Leicester.


� R. Osborn, Lawn Tennis: Its Players and How to Play (London: Strahan, 1881).


� Christine Truman Janes MBE (*1941), a female former tennis player from the United Kingdom who was active from the mid-1950s to the mid-1970s.


� Frederick John "Fred" Perry (18 May 1909 – 2 February 1995) was a championship-winning English tennis and table tennis player and former World No. 1 who won 10 Majors including eight Grand Slams and two Pro Slams single titles, as well as six Major doubles titles. Perry won three consecutive Wimbledon Championships from 1934 to 1936 and was World Amateur number one tennis player during those three years.





